Les Accents

Accents are sometimes placed on vowels [a,e,i,0,u] and sometimes [c]. An accent can change the sound of the letter or help distinguish
between two different words.

Accent/Symbole Name/Nom de Example What it tells you/
I'accent La Fonction
; I’accent aigu éléphant, téléphone, école Creates an /ay/ sound.
e mangé Can only exist on the letter (e) in French.
I’accent grave frere, mére, pére, a, ou On the letter (e), it changes the pronunciation to /eh/.
a, e u On the letters (a) and (u), the grave accent is used to

differentiate between words
(exemple: ‘ou’ et ‘ol’)

I’accent circonflexe gateau, forét, chateau, diner | This accent can change the pronunciation of the vowels a, e

hopital, aolt and o but never of e and i.
a,¢é1,0,Uu On the letters (a) and (u), the grave accent is used to
differentiate between words
(exemple: ‘ou’ et ‘oU’)
e Le tréma Noél, Jamaique, The ‘tréma’ indicates the pronunciation of 2 separate
e 1,0,u mais, coincidence vowels that are next to each other.
la cédille Francais, ¢a va, garcon, This accent changes a “c” sound to an “s” sound.
recu, lecon
9 It is not placed before vowels “a,e, i” since “c” already

sounds like an “s” in front of these letters.
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